
A LIVING TREASURE. ART IN THE SANTA MARIA CATHEDRAL IN VITORIA-GASTEIZ

PAINTING

Martyrdom of Saint Bartholomew and Apparition of the Immaculate Conception to the Franciscan 
Friar John Duns Scotus 

The ensemble comprises two scenes framed in the form of an altarpiece. The lower part depicts the martyr-
dom of Saint Bartholomew and the upper part the apparition of the Immaculate Conception to the Franciscan 
Friar John Duns Scotus. It was part of the Chapel of Saint Bartholomew, which from the beginning was ow-
ned by the Maturana-Cucho family, whose coat of arms can still be seen at the entrance and on the central 
keystone of the vault. The work must have been executed around the middle of the 17th century. It is a sound 
painting that must be associated with the Valladolid school, with a ribbed frame that dates back to the same 
period as the painting.

Saint Bartholomew is depicted half-naked, tied to a column and flayed alive by three dark-skinned, fier-
ce-looking individuals. Three figures can be seen entering the room through a doorway to the right in the 
background. They are probably King Astiages, whose death is attributed for having converted his brother 
Polymius to Christianity, and his court. The upper part of the painting depicts the apparition of the Immacu-
late Conception to John Duns Scotus. The event takes place in a darkened room that is illuminated by the 
arrival of the Virgin. At her feet is the Franciscan Friar on his knees in a welcoming position with a lily on 
the floor, symbolising his purity. Beside him is a chair and in the background a bookcase with a large num-
ber of books. In front of this religious figure is an altar table with Child dressed in a transparent garment. 

Author: Anonymous
Date:  17th century
Technique: Oil on canvas
Measurements: 470 x 337 cm
Place: Saint Mary’s Cathedral (Vitoria-Gasteiz)
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